
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Focus: Water Safety  

 

the familiarity of home such as malls, schools and hospitals. We first heard about 
the Flint, Michigan, water disaster in 2014 when the city of nearly 100,000 people 
switched water sources as a cost-cutting measure which led to tainted drinking 
water that contained lead and other toxins. Last year in New Jersey, Newark school 
officials broke the news that elevated levels of lead had been found in nearly half of 
the public schools. Prompted by the Flint crisis and the high lead results in Newark, 
the New Jersey Board of Education adopted rules last July requiring schools to test 
water fountains and other drinking water sources. The city of Newark wound up 
spending more than $1 million to test water sources across the city’s 65 public 
schools. 

Lead in public water is a national issue and with the aging of the nation’s 
infrastructure – in this case pipes carrying water from the source to the tap – one 
that is not likely to go away. In the vast majority of cases, lead enters the drinking 
water through the water delivery system itself when it leaches from either lead 
pipes, fixtures containing lead, or lead solder. The leaching of lead is caused by 
corrosive properties in water. Very rarely is lead present in the sources of drinking 
water. 

PS&S is a recognized leader in the field of water resources with a staff of talented 
professionals that can meet the technical requirements of any water challenge. 
Earlier this year, a large New Jersey Medical Center was told tests showed its 
drinking water contained elevated levels of lead, which was most likely leaching 
from the hospital’s own pipes and faucet fixtures. PS&S has worked with the 
hospital to upgrade both its well and water treatment systems.  

“The Medical Center uses its well water as its primary source and relies on city 
water as a backup source,” said Chris Gulics, PS&S’s Senior Director of 
Environmental and Regulatory Compliance. “We are currently working with them to 
treat both supplies, meeting the challenge of additional sampling and permit 

compliance.” 

It’s called the 8x8 rule: Drink eight 8-ounce glasses 
of water every day to avoid dehydration and 
maintain your balance of body fluids. Water, after 
all, is a necessity of life. In a world where so many 
people have to travel miles to get their water from 
the nearest source, we are lucky to live in a 
country where clean, safe water is available at the 
turn of a tap.   

But in recent years, several high-profile stories 
have changed the way many Americans think 
about tap water, especially in places away from  
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In Focus: Water Safety 

 

“Our work follows our successful collaboration with another major New Jersey 
Healthcare System,” continued Gulics. “When tests at one of their locations 
showed elevated lead levels, PS&S’s water treatment team was called in to help fix 
the problem.” 

Currently, there are thousands of miles of aging water lines providing water to 
buildings in New Jersey and other states. The PS&S professionals in its Water 
Resources and Environmental Regulatory Compliance teams are ready to help 
both public and private entities fix this costly and potentially unhealthy problem.  

For more information, please contact Chris Gulics at cgulics@psands.com 
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