
 

  

It’s commonly known as New Jersey’s “Gold Coast” 

– and PS&S has played an integral role in turning a 

long-neglected, dilapidated stretch of Hudson 

River waterfront in New Jersey from public eyesores 

into public landmarks. 

Through their work in developing attractive and 

user-friendly public walkways, parks, marinas and 

other facilities – from Jersey City north to the George 

Washington Bridge – PS&S engineers have made an 

invaluable contribution to some of the state’s most 

important development projects. 

“When you walk along the waterfront today and see 

how it’s changed, it’s gratifying to know that we were a 

part of it,” said Patricia A. Ruskan, a PS&S associate 

principal involved in many of the key riverfront 

redevelopment projects. 

PS&S has been a part of the rehabilitative process 

since the early 1980s, when builder Arthur 

Imperatore spearheaded a campaign to transform 

the waterfront. The firm’s role in providing essential 

civil engineering, environmental permitting and 

architectural services has been extensive, 

concentrating among other projects on Port 

Imperial   North  and   South,   the  development  of  

Weehawken Park, the 

Port    Imperial   Marina  

and a number of private  residential  facilities. 

Among the most prominent and important 

elements of the redevelopment was the Port 

Imperial Intermodal Ferry Terminal in 

Weehawken. The project posed considerable 

engineering and   environmental   challenges. 
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Built on a 10-acre brownfields site on Port Imperial 

North, PS&S engineers were faced with a high level 

of soil contaminants. Firm services included utility 

design, grading and storm water management 

design and a visual impact analysis to ensure views 

from the top of the adjoining Palisades were not 

impeded. 

Weehawken Park was another spotlight project for the PS&S team. The site 

had been contaminated over time by chromate waste. Today, due in large 

part to the expertise of the firm’s engineering and design teams, it is a 

sprawling sports and recreation facility, featuring baseball and football 

fields, tennis courts, a multi-purpose rink, swimming pool and a boat launch 

for kayaking.  The sports facilities are balanced by well-designed areas of 

passive recreation. 

 

 

 

 

Besides other public works projects in Weehawken, the firm has made an 

impact in the Hudson County communities of Guttenberg and West New 

York, focusing on the creation of new walkways, pedestrian bridges and 

park development. 

Although the PS&S imprint is visible on so many different waterfront projects, 

Bruce Hawkins, head of the firm’s Civil Engineering department, said the 

team never had the time or the inclination to rely on past successes. 

“You try to make sure you understand the client’s needs and bring a high 

level of skill and focus to each individual project,” he said. 

For more information on Hudson River Waterfront Redevelopment, contact Bruce 

Hawkins at bhawkins@psands.com or Patricia Ruskan at pruskan@psands.com. 
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