
 

  

He was born in Freehold and raised in 
Lavallette…now decades after growing up on 
the Jersey Shore, Dave Applegate is helping to 
restore the area after the devastating impact of 
Superstorm Sandy. Who says you can’t go 
home? 

Dave joined PS&S in 2013 as a Senior Director 
in the Wall Office. He came to the company 
along with six colleagues during a transitional 
period in the Monmouth/Ocean County 
engineering consulting world. The team hit the 
ground running, bringing access to a new 
region for PS&S to build a new client base 
including the largest water utility company in 
the United States, New Jersey American 
Water. 

“Our goal was to establish a new Master Services Agreement (MSA) with them as 
quickly as possible,” Dave recalls. “We succeeded within months of starting at 
PS&S and quickly finished work on the first ever Design-Build project for New 
Jersey American Water in Egg Harbor. The elevated water storage tank project 
was completed last year.” 

Dave has been working in the industry basically since the day he graduated from 
the Rutgers College of Engineering in 1985…with one exception.  

“I accepted my first job offer knowing I had a big trip planned with three college 
buddies. It was actually part of the conversation during the interviews. So, one 
month after starting, I took off for Australia, where I spent a month hiking and 
meeting some of the nicest people I have ever met. That trip was exactly what I 
needed to clear my mind and prepare for my career.” 

Working in the industry for 28 years, Dave successfully built a reputation of 
excellence with his clients. In 2013, after considering several opportunities, he 
found a new home at PS&S. “I was very careful in choosing my next firm and 
finding my next position. I was looking for a company that recognized the value of 
my technical expertise and had the capability of leveraging that into winning new 
work. PS&S is different, from the full-service approach of combining engineering 
and architecture to the people who work here, it’s the right environment.”  

For his first 2 ½ months, Dave commuted from his Toms River home to the main 
office in Warren. In short time, PS&S established a swing space in Wall Township 
closer to home near the shore. 
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“We created a temporary space and even though it was small, people were smiling 

again since they were avoiding the long trip to Warren,” Dave remembers. “Now 

the team has grown from about 10 people in that temporary space to 35 employees 

in our Route 34 office. And we are always looking to add staff and diversify 

services in Wall.” 

The group that came to PS&S in 2013 was the perfect complement to the 

company’s existing Utility Services practice. PS&S had been seen as an expert in 

the water resources field, and the new team immediately brought added expertise 

to an important shore-based project: designing large stormwater pump stations.  

“With new federal regulations on the horizon regarding increased flood standards, 

we have to design around a 25-year storm to get FEMA funding when it involves 

state highways,” said Dave. 

Dave lives in Toms River with his wife Catherine and daughters Molly, a 

sophomore at William & Mary, and Margit, a high school junior. When not at work, 

Dave spends about 10-20 hours a week as the President of Northern Ocean 

Habitat for Humanity, which has successfully re-built more than 40 homes since 

Superstorm Sandy. The organization also began its “A Brush with Kindness” 

program which helps homeowners who are struggling to restore and maintain a 

safe and decent place to live with the ultimate goal of keeping homeowners in their 

homes by embracing the mission of eliminating substandard housing. 

Two years into his PS&S tenure, Dave knows it’s a good match. Not only did he 

bring his potable water experience to PS&S in 2013, he brought his philosophy of 

strong project management, where project managers are responsible and 

accountable for their work. He also adds a unique perspective to PS&S’s 

management team. Reflecting on his career, Dave adds, “Having been a part of 

both business successes and failures, I know what works well. And maybe, more 

importantly, I know how to avoid the pitfalls.”  

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact Dave Applegate at dapplegate@psands.com 
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